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We claim: 

1. A method of transmitting a message to at least one group of users selected from a 
population of users, said method comprising: 

a) assigning to each member of the one group a common characteristic; 



e) determining each user of the group with the selected common 
1 0 characteristic ; and 

f) transmitting the selected message to each member of the group with the 
selected characteristic. 

2. The method of transmitting as claimed in claim 1, wherein the common 
characteristic is a region to which the user is associated. 
15 3. The method of transmitting as claimed in claim 2, wherein the region includes at 

least one zip code. 

4. The method of transmitting as claimed in claim 1, wherein the method is 
implemented over the Internet, and said step of collecting an address comprises the step of 
programming a server to download over the internet a screen prompting each user to input its 

20 address to where the message may be sent. 

5. The method of transmitting as claimed in claim 4, wherein the address is saved in 
a database. 

6. The method of transmitting as claimed in claim 5 5 wherein said step of 
transmitting captures the stored address and inserts it into the message whereby the message is 

25 sent to each user of the group with the common characteristic. 

7. Apparatus for transmitting a message to a plurality of groups of users selected 
from a population of users, said apparatus comprising: 




collecting from each member of the population an address to which the 



c) 
d) 



providing a selected message; 
selecting the common characteristic; 



a) 
b) 



a database; and 

a server programmed to implement the following steps: 
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1) facilitating each member of the population of users to transmit via 
an Internet and to store in said database an address whereby the message for that user may be 
sent to the user; 

2) facilitating each user to select a characteristic of the group to 
5 which the user belongs and to store the selected characteristic in said database; 

3) facilitating an administrator to select and to transmit via the 
Internet a characteristic to the server; 

4) determining each user of the group which has the selected common 

characteristic, and 

10 5) transmitting a selected message to each member of the group with 

the common characteristic. 

8. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 7, wherein said 

apparatus comprises a plurality of user terminals, each of said plurality of terminals facilitate a 

corresponding user to select the common characteristic of the group to which the users belong. 
1 5 9. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 8, where each of said 

plurality of user terminals is connected by the Internet to said programmed server. 

10. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 8, where there is further 

included a message communication system for transmitting messages to one of said terminals of 

the user. 

20 11. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 

message communicating system transmits messages in the form of a text message to a portable 
text message receiving device. 

12. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 1 1, wherein said 
portable message text message receiving device is selected from a group comprising, a portable 

25 personal computer, a workstation and a portable digital assistant. 

13. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 12, wherein there is 
further included an internet service provider which is connected to the internet to transmit 
messages from said server via said internet and said internet service provider to one of said 
portable message text receiving devices. 
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14. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
message transmitting system transmits messages in the form of an audio message to a portable 
audio message receiving device. 

15. Apparatus for transmitting a message as claimed in claim 14, wherein there is 
further included a telecommunications provider which is connected to the internet to transmit 
messages from said server via said Internet and said telecommunication provider of said portable 
audio message receiving devices. 
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